' Centre, a wosded.

‘Lract ll'l ‘bbe L

; rear of |
.Heart College woxﬂd‘b con,

vverted
gtamczﬂ _garaen‘
posal advanced i)y Alderman
xPeter F. Harr 1n gton _o!

As of now the area ls preb-
: ty well littered with ¢ ans,
bottles and other rubble, (.

asbas :
7 rkw%udyﬁomm _eeﬂ,,~

would determine 'the cost. of

such an undertaking and its
maintenance as a garden. Such|.
a proposed committee would
make ifs recommendations by
Sept. 30 of fhis ‘year to the
Mayor, the Aldermen and the
Recreation Department.

" His resolution pointed out

that Newton has been
- known as “The Garden City
‘ but today “the City of New-
: ton doesn’t have a municipal
, garden park or botanical
. park” and added that such a
. proposed facility in this
| “large suburban community
. of approximately ‘90,000 ci-

tizens . . . would be in the

good interests of the city.”

Harrington’s proposed com-|P€

mittee would be composed of
the Recreation Commissioner,
chairmen of Recreation, Con-
servation; _president of the
Newton Conservators
head of each village garden
club and five other members

acred,

iinder 3 pro- i

;le 32.6- acres

with a. permanent ‘populati-n of mus&rats,

c., the|PT

..-ADDITION TO PUBLIC LANDS STATAMLNT
N EDMANDS ‘PARK

rcsult in grcater
1

’Dpreciation of the uaods and marshland 1n the

&

418’ hoped that .the clean-uo will

of Edmands Park include consiﬂerable
‘ ba—fs
rabbits

.

During the summer a mother raccoon

vit

¢#nd. racecoons.

4tg were seen several times in the park and, 1in

k tentatively identiflied as an immature red-

I haw

:d hawk was observed feeding -in one of the. isolated

veag. During the soring miqrations, Edmands Park

ied by numerous warblsrs) and summer

jents have included cardinals, indigo buntings,

2 sparrow hawk.

=

and The Jjuxtaposition of

B
d and open parcels of land belonzinz to Newton
bf the Sacred Heart gervesto increase wildlife

s of the park particularly in the wooded section

=

Mill Street.

to be designated by the mayor.' =

Edmsnds Park is principally 2n nak forest where

1ady's-slippers
what were once stands of chestnuts app
the viable roots of chestnut tree
A chestnut tree,25 inches in circumferenpe,
summit of the esker,

yielde flowers and nuts sach year.

maps of

Newton note locsat

111 bloom in the spring and remants of

ear as sprouts from

s devastated by the blight.
located at the
has not yet succumbed to blight and

Early twentleth century

sdmands Park prdating the arrival of the blizht In

ion and sizé of large trees and indicate



People for Edmands Park

QGQBDMM PEOPLE FOR EDMANDS PARK

TO A COMMUNITY FORUM ABOUT

PEOP; &

NVITES YOU
;’
Fo
=

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD PARK

Cabot School Library

March 7, 1979

7:30-9:30 p.m.

Edmands Park (also known as the Cabot Woods) is a 33-acre natural
area donated to the City of Newton in 1913 by the estate of J.
Wiley Edmands. It is one of the few real open spaces remaining
in our community.

Its present condition can best be described as a combination of
natural features and public neglect, as well as active abuse. If
this pattern continues, Edmands Park will cease to exist as a
park and will be transformed into an urban eyesore.

People for Edmands Park is a group of the Park's neighbors and

others in the City who are interested in restoring the Park to

its original state as a place of beauty and rest. We have attempted -
to bring together what is known of the land's history, its geology,
its wildlife, and its present status, so that we can all act to-
gether to give Edmands Park 11ife once more; this may be its 1last
chance.

We are just beginning. We need to inform each other of the Park's
past, and of future possibilities, before Edmands is covered by an
avalanche of refuse.

At our open meeting on March 7, we will ask for your ideas. We
will ask you to hear and speak to those City officials and repre-
sentatives whose agencies or constituencies affect Edmands Park.
We will ask you to join our strong young organization and lend
your energies to the renewal of this stunning piece of land.

Come and make a commitment; it can only be to your benefit.
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POND WILL HOLD

WATER. Workmen begin the ta

fg;' i) <
sk of filling

and cleaning Edmands Pond in Cabot Woods. Photo/Ed Doudera

At Edmands Park

Play now, skate later

Repairs which restore Edmands

Pond to its original purpose of

a skating area at the northern
-end of Edmands Park have been
completed. A polyethylene liner
has been installed and dirt re-
placed at a cost of approximately
$18,000. -

‘The pond was constructed by
WPA labor in 1934 as an ice-

skating area. A log cabin shelter,

a dam and spillway and bounda ry
walls of stone and log construc-
tion were also built as part of-
the WPA project, as were an
entrance and park. ng area off
Blake St. .

In spite of this development,
Edraands Park remained largely
unused. By 1952 most of the
ork done by WPA had been
undone by vandals; the log cabin
shelter at the edge of the pond
was burned, leaving the stone
foundation and fireplace. The

clay bottom in the pond deter-
iorated until the pond would no
longer hold water. ‘

‘What is left of the entrance on
Blake St. is obscure and un-
marked. Although the park has
been conspicuously used by
litterers, dumpers and vandals,
it does not seemn to have any
trash containers. Some areas
have a liberal sprinkling of beer
cans and evidence of some recent
dumping. One conservationist
comments that the park is
cleaner recently than ever in the
past,

Fall is the ideal time to visit
Edmands Park, while the sassa-
fras is brilliant crimson beside
the ruins of the log cabin and the
wild asters and goldenrod aré
still in bloom. The 34 acres of
parkland are ideal for viewing
the changing colors of the season,

Bergen Kirk
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PEOPLE FOR EDMANDS PARK
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: Edmands Park‘ fol 5 i Newbom Tree o ™ Edmwads g
% £, fmétibn on the park is éontained in the following city”repo}ts:
292 NUBP, City of Newton, Public Documents, Newton Collection W e 3540«24A;F<?7

?Mayor's Address, p. 8
City Engineer, p. 19
S A b

Eérestry Debartment. P 18 (111)
Forastry Department, p.'22

forestry Department, p. 2 (i11) '
Fores:ry Department, p. 18, $111), p. 19 -

pef articles:
N X/ :

"§‘8}27;0 DeA = Facelifting by special crew

/22/70 p, 2 = Clean up

3/ = Board action hints better use

- = Flay now, skate later
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0 REPORT OF I-’OREgT COMMISSIONER

for raising crops. This fall, however, it was found necessary
t0 use a portion of this land for the extension of our nursery,
and it is very likely that in years to come the entire picce wili
be required for this purpose,

There scems to be g feeling in the Boarq of Aldermen that
because a plan for the development of an arboretum around
the Technica.!AHigh_ School Grounds has been prepared that
it is going to be hecessary to spend {orty or fifty thousand
dollars in déve!oping it. Principally because of this fecling
our request: for $1,000 in 1916 was not granted. As I haye
just explained in regard to Edmands Park this is an cr-
roneous idea and [ hope that {he members of the 1917 Board
will see fit to appropriate a small amount of money at least,
to be used in construction work along the lines lajd down by
the plan made last year,

On a petition of some of the residents of Waban through
! the Waban Improvement Association the triangle in Waban
R Square was reconstructed and a sidewalk built on the soutj;-
b erly side, Other triangles on West Newton Hill were re-
graded and small shrubbery planted. The grass plots be-

i Lo

/! the Efficiency Eg‘c;fcng“xhnt our
. % parks be made m sseful to the public meets with my hearty
- approval. It is becoming mor > and more an axioni of park
work that parks afe for the use of the people rather than for
an ornament to a certain section. ' Mr. Cottrell says in his re-
port, “More utilitarian areas are necessary, More .shelter
houses or comfort stations should be provided and fewer ‘No
Trespassing’ signs placed on these beauty spots.” Most of
this advice is very good, for there are a number of places
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